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No Longer a Haven
of Refuge for Fleeing
Defaulters — Honduras
Now Has Extradition
Treaty With United
States — One Man, an
American, Is Immune.
Gen. Lee Christmas
and the Old Louisiana
Lottery Mansion.
Spanish Honduras Fill-
ed With Men to Whom
Big Adventures Are
as the Little Things
of Every-Day Life.
Economic Conditions.
Trade Opportunities.
Country Is Rich in
Minerals — Railroad
Graft — Magnificent
Waterways — The
Town of Puerto Cor-
tez and Its Splendid
Harbor — Prohibition
Amone the Bav Island-
ers—The President of
Honduras.

BY WINGROVE BATHON.

Bpecial Correspondence of The Star.
PUERTO CORTEZ,
Spanish Honduras, May 16, 1816,
IVE out of every ten men in the
United States probably helieve
that if a defaulting bank
cashier wants to gn somewhere
in a hurry he heads for this place.
That is a mistake. It used to be true,
but it is so no longer, for Spanish Hon-
duras has an extradition treaty with
the United States—which excepted,
when it was slgned. one citizen of the
United States resident in this country—
and it has every other attribute of twen-
tieth-century civilization. except rail-
roads.

It iz one of the greatest mining and
agricultural countries of Central Amer-
fca, its surface hardly scratched by the
prospector and Investor, and, notwith-
standing all the romantic stories that
have been told of piracy, smuggling and
filibustering with Puerto Cortez a= their
scene, Spanish Honduras is enjoving
peace with a prospect of prosperity as the
yesult of the labors of Dr Albertn Mem-

Breno. former minister to Washington,
and Dr. Francisco Bertrand, to whom
Dr. Membreno has just returned the

presidential chair

To these names must he added that of
Lee f:'hr 5. & New Orlean= citizen of
the T'nited & e%, who is now a brigadier
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the gambling acheme was expelled from
the United States.

*
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It was Lee Christmas., perhans the most
famous of all the Central American fili-
busters, whno was asked by Bonilla, the
leader of the last revolution, to become
*fefe militar’—chief of military opera-
tions—of the revolution. and every one in
Central America with whom the writer
has talked says that it was due to (zen.
Christmas' strategy that the revolution
was successful in 15811, ending in a con-
vention of the opposing factions signed
in the harhor of Puerto Cortez on board
the United At
any rate, 1t = heen peace in Spanish
Honduras for  time

Thizs i= not
revalutions
Iotteries or absconded
from justice to Spanish Honduras when
there w=s3 no extradition treaty be-
tween this country and the United
Btates. But no faithful record of pres-
ent day conditions-in Spanish Honduras
can be written without some of the
romant »tails in regard to them, for
they und up in its history and
in its present day life,

The first Anglo-Saxon white man on
laid eyves as our ship docked
at Puerto Cortez was Gen. Lee Christ-
mas, in a white undress uniform, with
an automatic revolver peeping from
under his blouse. The last time I had
seen him was when he was in Wash-
ington having hard luck in getting
built a number of asroplanes the Guate-
malan government had asked him to
purchese, Just bhefore leaving the
United States that Central American
rumor factory—of which no human
being ever knew the headquarters, but
which always has some very du_II axe
to grind—was reporting Gen. Christ-
mas' presence and alleged act 'Ilil:'rl' on
the Mexican-(zuatemalan border. Well,
he wasn't there and he isn't there. He
is in Puerto Cortez ralsing pinedapples
and standing on the dock on ship days
to get the latest ne from home, and
to be of service to visitors all day long
in the broiling =un.

States gunboat Tacoma

stary of
geling. or

The second Anglo.Saxnn white man I
laid ship docked at
FPuerto Cortez man alluded to
in the first paragraph of this article—
the Burke who known to our
fathers and grandfathers as belng a
fugitive from justice in the United
States, and who, when the Spanish
Honduranean authorities signed an ex-
tradition treaty with I'nited Htates
was expres=ly stipulated by them as
being exempted from its provisions.
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neral on the reserve list of the Spanish He, too, comes down to et | ships

cnduran army. and who resides at from home at the rock, ally salut-

Puerto Cortez in the old mansion—the ing the | i £ highly and

largest and best house in place— respectfull throughout  the

which was erected for the offices and length and of this land. A

home of the old Louisiana lottery when notable figure, patriarchal, tall, white
Mme. de Thebes,

Bpecial Correspoadence of The Star. all on their passage: we shall not re-

PARIS, May 22, 1516, sixt the but l#t them 1ee; anmd

= . L eng o after 1} ng cut 1 m  off, we =shall

GG s AT sl Bredicien; cause them great losses; they will re-

says Mme de Thebes. “If tire toward their own land, and we

the world was not warned, ehall accompany them, and take Y

it i{s because the world
paid no attentior
So Mme. de Thebes answers Maurice
Maeterlinek,
Ehe is a grand old woman, on her

baicony In Parls, peering,
waiting at the threshold of the future
8he has given me this interview

The Belgia
with her on essen
writing & book on
of the Future
the war, In which
mtand He declares tha
tion of many cases of present
premonitions, predictions, ete,
prove that “the future rea
ists, as fixed and definitive
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listening,

“The
to he publish

he t
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pre-ex-
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The pr—moni“ur.—. etc, are glimpses

of it, as at a distance. He compares it

to & vast reservair of coming events

suspended over us, trickling out, duly,

as we pass in time, or ready to burst.
The h a bursting

15

war was

hupg over us It i3 antor 1
Maeteriinck, that 1, the gr e
catastropne set h

should not have

threatening
shadow on the

ught to have

incambered of the fu-
ture, as It of ths
t.

YA mecrer of welght In  sus-
peuse In time =t pres=ed on
all existences, caused presenti-
mants and revelatior to burst forth
on All mldes Yet there war nothing.
We went ab o affairs tranguilly,
unaware of : proaching disaster,
which, year by month by month,
day by da: wding on  the

world, and
it touched o

So writes
He admits
cles, begin

it only when

vk in the Figaro,
raaordinary prophe-
that of Mayence
or Flensburg, w date |s authent|-
cally fixed Tt published in the
Neue Metaphysische Hundschau of Ber-
lin for Februar 1912, and announced
the end of the German empire for the
Yeaur 1913

“It is ange,” interrupts Mme de
Thehes o8t 6f the famous prophe-
cies which put an exact date on the
great war cuinclde in the error of ad-
vancing it a year”

*
* %

Maeteriinck does not quote the May-
ence-Flensburg document He next
cites the prediction of the cure of Ars,
the best krown, perhaps, in France. It

dates, by well known proofs, from 1862,
and foretold the war of 1570, but as it
was pcointed aonly in 1872 (in “Pro-

hetic Voices, or Modern Signs and

rediotions,” of which coples exist in
the National 14 be skips the war
of 1870, and considers only“the “second
invasion” of the Germans, which the

cure of Ars forctells
n again-and destroy

wThey will ret

they took from
when this should hs

from them all t
e date

Maeterlinok, th vure of ars
14 a saint o proposcd for
long ago. The good man
it. Concerning the date of the
vasion, he wrote They will
e me, but will not have
the preliminaries of the
ation of Jean Baptiste Vianny,
= of Ars, were hegun, as a fact,
1914, and were ahbandoned by
the war

ck's third prophecy, called
Sonrel, ¥ be found at
“Ann des Seiences
or August-Cctaber, 1415,

1914 —"remark the dat

Prof. Charles Ri
on behalf
ar useript of
the substance,
own peaple

while Dr. Tardleu
lL.uxembourg gardens
with his younsg friend, n Sanrel,
attached to the Paris observatory, the
latter had a kind of vision, In which
he predicted the war of 1870, Sedan,
the ddefeat, eclvil war, étc, with his
own denth; a lot of family predlctions
concerning Dr. Tardleu and others, and

was walking in th

ending with the fate of France {n fu-
RIS S AL B s passed, they all
4 true, fortoid nd now—=>"I

heen ting two years'"” eocon-

the M of Dr. Tardieu, dated

1914, and handed by Prof

to de Vesme ne 18, 1914,

been ng rtwao ¥y n for

what follows, cerning France I
leave aside all personal predictions
concerning the family of my frieml
zon and my personal affairs, but as

they aceardel, #20 perfectiy, as they
have always done with the general
events, I eannot  doubt that the

followlng prediction of Leon is on the
point of being realized:

“*Ah, my God! My dear land
Franece is dead! What n disaster! Ah,
tehould her saved! BShe extends to the
Hhine'! (), France, heloved patrie, you
ars triumphant, you are the gqueen of
nations, your genjus shines In the unl-
verse, and all admire you!"

»
® *

Quentioned, after the war broke out,
ir Tanlieu replled August 12, 1914:
“My friend Leon did not fAx the year
of this last prediction, but the general
events are intermingled with those of
family affairs In the vision, and such
private predictions, still doubtful up
toc two yvears ago, had become so cer-
tiln slnce April, 1914, that I announced
to all my friends that war would come
bafores Beptember.'

“And thero we are’ sayvs Maetar-
linck. “Buch ares the prophecles of the
war worthy of some attention of
which I know. They are timld and
laconic.”

D)o they constituts a warning to the
world?

Cartalnly not, sayd Maeteriinck, al-
though in these regions where the
faintest gleam of light takes extra-
ordinary Importance they may not ba
neglected.

There have been others, He learns

&

{8 lowt!

APranTamon CuurcH, 0N THE HONDURAS BORTER-
WAITH INDIAN PUPILS AND GROWN-1URS.

haired and white whiskered, he seats him-

gelf on a hand car upon which has been
placed cane upholstered bench, and
from the heart of FPuerto Cortez is pro-

pelled by two pative servants standing at
his rear down the railroad tracks which
run @ long way out on the dock, there to
sayv “"How-do'" 1o the people from home.

Grave, unsmiling and dignified, in the
white linen dress which Is the white man's
distinguishing garb in the tropics, he
formally salutes the white travelers, hav-
ing nothing to say. Lonely? FPerhaps!

What =storfes could be written of the
exploits of these people! Of others, too.
familiar in the streets of this port, one
of the finest natural deep water ports in
amaong them three smugglers
who =mile in a complimented manner
when they are congratulated upon the
speed of their boats, and who have made
half a million dollars each.

*
* *

Honduras

¥For Spanish is filled with

men to whom big adventures are as the
little thingas of everyday life, none more
=0 than the young engineers who come

from the ['nited States to superintend the
electrical plants and machinery of a New
York and Honduras mining company, a
concern which is bullding up the country,

g0 far as [t can be built up without rail-
roads in a mountainous region.,

There I8 a prospect of the extension of
the railroad from FPuerto Cortez to La
Pimiento, and on heyvind this are great,

rich plateaus suitable for grazing lands,
where fortunes can be made in cattle
Household and agricultural bmpleme:

are wanted in Spanish Honduras, and so
are electrical appliances for cooking, in
view of the frightfully high cost of wood,
but railroads are wanted more than ang

thing else

When communication
republie is made more
duranean with whaor
that this country wi
an undeveloped gold o
country is rich In mi
ane or two companies
deavored to develop it

throu
FARY @

lack of commun tion i 3 |
hack and pack train this country is the
least developed of all the (Central
American republic

Within the last ; years the
ment has the road
loorenzo to Tegur
distance of 300 il Ciyer -
maohile transgportation o oW
aperating machin tw Wl
This carries mall for the government
and sBengerys, and there are several
large trucks to carry frelght Many
Honduraneans believe that the auto-

mohile
future

Shares in rallroad companies, in fact. side many interesting types of the
are unvopular in Spanish Honduras, for natives descended from the '{nrjliarm.
¢ some time ago a great Also, other interesting towns are Tela

thiis

munities,

" Puerto Cortez, with a population
Indian, has about Afty automo-

HANEers,
du
Curing

+ A

transg
mountainous
radlroad.

+ was authorized by the gov-
t to build a

1 . hut
corrupt

voice in
COmes [

Shall
106
vou fonl!

minister

very attractive in their way,

'IE::. O1D LoulsIANA LorTery Houw,

line will prove to be the among them
tation svstem of this Sula,
¢ountry rather than the

tral America.

af the trip from Puerto
be made by mule back.
stationed outside of the Magnificent
report  the approach of throughout
e day a native soldier, on swiftly
espied what to him was a o S
and he reported, at the AT

great excitement:
white woman riding
=he pretending to he a It i= around
shoot ™"

for officer hissed, :
lonk through his glagses. Of Spanish
That is the wife of the nn need to go
Hush. or I'll shoot ... of Cortez
Honduras has sther com- fin0od

the

for

the

*
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ipronounced “Tayia™) and Ceiba.

waterwavs

republic,
flowing streams which
cheap
in a country where coal as well as wood

is searce and high priced
Puerto (‘ortez, however,
that most of the

electric

interest and

into
SUERests an

Honduras

ha

its history,

of reminiscence.
place of squalor, of wooden shacks, of

can
ENergy

SE. AT PUBRTD CORTE c
st Howpouras, AsIr Loors Topar.

town of San Pedro
which has paved sidewalks and
electric lights and which is approached
through a tropical jungle in which re-

raflway. Bonds were Tela iz almost an Amerlecan town,

VT 4 over level lands here are big plantations, a great
15 eventunlly found spital, a wireless station, and—hea-

men pocketed nearly $1.- lieve it or not, as yvou will—a base ball
le for a road that should dia wnid, the thing that i= destined tn
more than 330,000 a mile. drive the horror of bull-fighting out of

the cuapital, I miles {te few remaining strongholds in Cen-

abound
especially
he

romance
There is
for the

inspiring
Today

.

pestilential swamps trickllng or refus-

ing to trickle across the none long
street. In its stores—a few, which
hiave the concession to do s0—one mMay

buy age stamps, but not in the
post  office, At that governmental
agency vou may mail a letter, but if

¥you want to buy stamps you must take
the money to the one place in Puerto
Cortez which is trusted to handle the
government money—the customhcuse.

In Its stores, too, you will get in
change coins of many countries—Chil-

ean dollars, Uruguayan 60 centesimo
pieces, Salvadorean cinco Centavo
pieces. British shillings and sixpences,

] reales,

ma 1
nt pleces and

Cuban centavos, Guat
RBritish Honduranea
American gold plac
The British cruiser Sldney Is =ta-
tioned in these waters, and every once
in a while, when there is shore liberty,
there {8 a flond of the good old British
sovereign. For Puerto Cortez is an old
and famous port, the world over with
deep water heside a dock actually less
than twenty-five feet from the shore,
and before the war ships came here,
bringing strangers from many lands.
But o of the most interesting
things about this shack-like city., which
a breath of fire or a wave of pestilence
would wipe away again in a moment,
as the sword of the congqueror has done

&0 often in the past, is the old mansion
in which the Louigiana lottery shejter-
ed Gan. Early and Gen. Beauregard
when those leaders of the Confederacy
lent their names to the scheme after it
was thrown out of the Inited States.
As the guest of Gen. Lee Christmas
the writer was entertained here, un-
able to find the traces of elegance of
which Mr, Richard Harding Davis wrota
when he visited the place Years agn.
The hig wheels he saw in the great
parlors, ready to grind out numbers
which should spell fortune for millions
of fagls in the United States, are now
maoldy and rusty in a shed back of the
mansion, and besida them, in & great
rhest, Tosing its hinges and open to the
weather, are millions of the little num-
bered paper slips which wers used in
the lottery, each wrapped in & littls
black paper tube. molding into decay.
The great old house retains traces of

its for r henuty, in n grove of Cocoa-
nuts. bananas, pal palmettoss  and
syringa 1t has been used of Iate

vears as a hotel, hut is now (Gen. ("hrist-
mas' home. and It is the only place that
anvthing like cool in the tropical
broiling and sizzling town E

1 the harhor of Puertn nritex are
nd some of the most beautiful bonts
in the world, built by the natives of the

bay islands, nearby, the descendants of
the sh b ineers of the Carib-
hean Swift-w ed ard graceful, on
long fNlowing |1 :, they bring their
smuggled good and out of Puertn

Cortez, huntd for champagne on the
Central American coast, which New Or-
leans dealers gladly pay $60 a dozen
for, plus the dutr which Uncle Sam ex-

acte (and sees that he gets, unlike
some venal Central American officiels).
*
* ¥
This search of the Caribbean and
Central America for champagne and
other valuable wines |8 another out-

growth of the war in Europe, and If

the Bay Islanders can smuggls it in
“Mr. President, we do not allow liguor
sin, but rather their right, through

hundred of years of custom. But drink
themselves they will not, nor will they

permit one drop of llquor in their
islands.
Not long ago the FPresident of Hon-

duras resolved to pay these islanders

a visit of compliment. After a dusty,
hot day, he suggested that he could
relish a real drink. He was taken aside
and politely told

“Mr. Presiden, we do not allow liquor
in these islands. It has been the cause
of too much misfortune. We thought
vou knew that, and frankly, if the Is-
danders hear of your request we fear
thevy will be rhocked.”

"My 'fear,” the president grimly re-
sponded, “is that they will not be near=
1y as much shocked as [ am.”

THese are the outward and wvisibla
signs of Spanish Honduras today.
Every one admits that the country has
made great progress during the tem-
porary presidency or Dr. Alberto Mem-
hreno, who ig to return to Washington
as minister in May or the first part of
June.

He has greatly endeared himself to
the pecple by not allowing himself to
he made the tool of ambitious politi-
cians, for it was predicted, in Central
American style of former ddays, that
when he assumerd the presidency dur-
ing the temporary ahsence of Dir. Bert-
rand he would decide not to let go
when the time came to yield the .ofMce
back to Bertrand The politicians tried

to swell his head, but he laughed at
them.
*
- %
Here are his latest words on the
political and economic situation of the
country:

“To establish a national government
it is important that the public service
be confined to persons who are honest,
competent and of good will, whatever
may be the party with which they are
affiliated. The true Heonduranean loves
progress and does not cling blindly to
the past During my administration I
could not do better than to conserva
all the good my predecessors realized—
and ten begin one other work that ls
without prejudice to the public serv-
ice, 1 started the construction of &
higchway to Potrerillos, the first statlon
on the National Railroad of Honduras.
Thus the time may come when we may
gn in automobiles from the Atlantic to
the Pa ©

“Moreover, hy this work we add to
the value of the lands of the valley of
(‘omavagua and to that of other land
the products of which will be sold In
the towns of the north coast that are
now supplied by importations from the
T'nited States When Europe shall
turn to the peace 8o desired by all we
ehall arrange our foreign debt, hecause
we can then count with some assur-
ance on what to offer to craditors, and
after that arrangement we may even
be in econdition to undertake in a de-
cided manner the continuation of our
internceanic rallroad

“These truly national works are not
bevond our resources For them wa
need ‘peace, perseverance, and, abova
all, unity. That Is the mo=st we expect
and hope from our compatriots.”

nswering Maeterlinck, Says War Was Predicted in 1913

“

thut eighty-three prophecies or predic-
tinns have heen collected “after the
event” (1. e, after the war bLegan).
Many of them *“do not merit serious
discussion” and most of the remainder
“are of still less Interest’” He cites
only those of 5t. Hildegarde, Dom Bos-
co, Andre Hobola, the Pollsh monk
Korzenickl, the Ruseian monk Thos-
mas and Mme. de Thehes.
“My predictions were not
‘after the event,'”™ protests Mme. de
Thebes. “They were puhblished In my
almanaec, year by year, in 1511, 1912
and 1813

Maeterlinck admits that “there has
not been time to make a serious in-
quiry,” but, In giving the largest credit
to all prophecies of the war which
shall stand future investigation, It
remalns certain that the wéarll! at larga
WAR Nl Warnerd

collected

We you waiting for the war? Did
your cousing know its date? Did your
aunt recite predictions about 11?7  No,

positively no,

The world at large was
not warnen

»*
= ¥

Yot
that

Mareterlinek
while future

Is equally eonvincad
inveatigations will
that the war “as a gigantic en-
#emble was not foreseen or felt coming,
we shall proabably learn of hundreds of
cases of deaths, accidents,
escapes, rulng, risks and
of particular persons,
war and  forming tiny parts of its
rigantic whole, which were predicted
Ly ®eers, prophets, mediums, dreams
and other modes of premonition, with a
clearness  sufficient to eliminate all
Bpecles of douhbt.”

And there we are, Bays Maeterlinck.
The great public was not warned,
Apart from strictly personal cases In
which individuals received warnings,
not of the war as & whole, but of de-
talls of it affecting their own sslves
only, there seems to have been no com-
munication hetween the world and that
enormous reservoir of events which
have not yet happened, but which seem
to exist somewhere, nevertheless,
awalting the hour to tumble on us, or,
rather, for uas to pass before them. It
8 a solemn matter. Many personal
cases, known to Maeterlinck, tend to
confirm that the reservoir really exists,
‘full of the facts of the future, as dis-

tinct and unchangeable as those of the
past.”™

It's a solemn matter. How get at them?
Hers ends Maeterlinck. His book on

shierw

woundings,
milsfortunes
included in the

—a

————— —— — —_— -
world In the =pring of 1914, when all
was quiet and no sign of the coming
catastrophe anvwhere, rum of a
great war ran through the imhile
towns and credalo CoOuntr
Suabia and Franconla They
on the edge of Brandeburg—the ‘kul-
tur' killed themn, but even in Berlin
the prophecy of the monk of Hehnin
circulated. Threa centuries ago (they
sald). It had announced the establi
ment of the Hohenzollern empire 7

veilleux

land Ineldent
crown of
roots of a
ning and
necting

nld
the

which

Elbe."

bes.

the great

“on the eve

MME.

“The Knowledge nf the Future" will
discuss the grandioss subject.

“How get at them'" takes up Mme.
des Thebes. *“Who listens to the whis-
pera which God permits to coms to

!

DE THEBES.
(Copyright by Sterling Hellig.)

Who watches daily at his gates,

souls?

waiting at the posts of his doors?"
So she gave me this interview.
“Was the world not

says, “Jt depends on what you call the

it

their
plane

ants worried?”

the discovery of
ancient
free struck
songs  and

re-estabiishy
kingdom with the long-
In Suabia, wandering singers and
splred tramps stirred the peasants with
the song of the woman of St. Inghbert,
ends with

Cossacks drinking

‘‘the
in

* ¥

“Why were German and Pnlish peas-
inquires Mme. de The-
“As a Frenchwoman, I ean only
think that their lives and future, as a
whole, were threatened otherwlise than
ours; and I will quote you the saying of
Renan—who
never accused of eredulity, on the con-
trary! — concerning
which Inundated

before the war of 1870 broke out.
“For centuries

Ernest

In March or April, 1514 L'E

the

the

past,”™

of great
rumors, sometimes precise and almost
always realized, have warned the peo-
ple of dangers which threatened them.
We can only recognize the mysterious
inatinet, without being able to explain

the lamentable end of the third emper

kings

horses

prophecies
France in the months

wrote
events,

And Mme. de Thebes adds:

mass of

beaten.
in 19814,

warned?” she

“It was France,
TUmors.
I1f France had no sucn rumors
it wasa because France was
destined to vialliid But do not claim

in

1869,

which had
France

in
by

of

of

NDIVIDUALS Had Glimpses,” Says the Belgian Philosopher, ‘“But the World at Large
. Was Not Warned”—Sterling Heilig Interviews Mme. de Thebes, the Prophetess of
Paris, Who Asserts She Made Prediction of Conflict in Her Almanac—She Cites Other

Prophecies and Says Attention Should Be Paid Predictions—She Gave Warning of San
Francisco Earthquake.

pulb-
in To-
the
the
light-
savings con-
o1t
licted event

was

was

of that family." 1 do not know if it
troubled the kalser ‘In spite of the as-
surances of (ierman savants that the
last paragraph was not authentic’ The
interesting thing is that it was said
and reported in the spring of 1914, If
you will consult back numbers o
‘L'Echo du Merveilleux' of that period
you will find them full of these mat-
ers,

Mm~. de Thehes spoke from menmory

ha du Mer-
: (organ of such subjects,
lished In Parls) recorded rumi

the

the
Ithine and

Renan,
vague

L'Echo.

ne can

that
alone,

thers were no prophecies
was full of them as any

While as for me— :
CABNOT imme her foo calling
fan t She handed me
her alr . printed and pub-
lished in 1912 1 read on
page 42:

“How the flames and smoke
af n r s ought to be sub-
lime by, March 20. 1914,
if. as | indicates, the army is at the
frontier and the land in danger—for
such s the word which I did not dare
pronounce before. Is it possible? Shall
1 gee it? 1s there a will a nL us,

elsewhere among men, which can re-
siat the inevitable consequences of lat-

ent  conflict spddenly  exasperated?
Iut what ir Frang wwome
Ereater, ay ver capitals tingling with
ardent t0 repair the Tuins, pursus
by labor and genius the prodigies whic

shall put her at the head of the waorld"”

As to iermany, on page 43

“Germany will play her trump card
in 1913. What chan in that empire,
forced to crash agai evervthing in
the waorld! The war will be fatal to
her. 8t suspects it, fears I, would
avoid it; but she has gone too high,
far and swiftly; and her interior ills,
exasperated, will throw her, in spite
of he If, into the conflict which she
dreads ofter having so long prepared

This she predicted for 1513, How did
she get it a year too early?

“Strange phenomenon,” savs Mme.
da Thebes. “Most of the well-known
prophecies which put a date on the
great war gave it for 1918 Vosne-
gensky, the Hussian peasant, whao, in

1773, predieted the rise and fall of Na-
poleon, foretold that ‘in 1913 an empire
shall erumble and a kingdom he re-
born. Mme. Lenormand, in 1545, giv-
ing the fatal dates of the Hohenzollern
empire to the kaiser's grandfather,
said: “Add the digits!« Adding 1, §, 4
and 9 to 1849, we obtaln 1871 and, so
on, for 1888 and 1913, The hlayence
prophecy sayvs that 'the seventh gener-
ation must pay the price of your am-

bition’; and the kingdom »f Prussia
dates from 1701. Add 210 sears (30
multiplierd by 7). and we are hrought to

the Prussian army class of 1011-1913!"

It is as if prophecy must cry in ad-
vance: .
“The world at large refuses to lis-

ten,” says the prophetess of Paris, “vet
it is written, ‘Despise not prophes)
ings.""

She was moved to continue. In her
almanac for 1914 (published in Decem-
ber, 1913) she wrote:

“France will be drawn into war and
emerge victorious. An era of great
love, peace, hope and labor will date
from 1914, but first the fields must be
red with blood, and fire and water mix
in a eombat of subterranean forces of
the central plateaun.”

“What's that?' | asked, remembering
that this woman had foretold the San
Francisen earthquake. “The central
plateau of France has not budged for
a million years."

“Yes," she replied, tranquilly, it has
just begun—fulfilling my prediction.
1t was in the Paris papers last week.
The antique voleanoes of Auvergne are
awaking. The Puy de Dome is so hot
that nobody can walk there and all
vegetation I8 scorched.”

She forstold that 1914 would be “the
lightning-flashing year,” “of splendid

acts and great heroisms and saving
ideals of peopies, in =spite of blood and
tears, more glorious than all the vears

of the past, of discord and concord,
hate and lov of tearings apart and
joinings of Europeans and other great
people of the world, of struggles
against the foreigner on the field of
battie, and, whatever arrive, sooner or

later, victory,”
Yet the world was not warned.
“Maeterlinck i= right,” savs Mme. do
Thebes, “the world was not warned.”

Her own predictions were full of
chaff. She had the war ending in July,
1815 She saw Belgium, “drawn into
the torment and capable of provoeking
i.” meeting her end—"born of a con-
grese, modified by coming congresses”

and Brussels in flames, while she did
not mention Louvain. She saw catas-

trophes for England,*bad interior ens-
mies, the young Prince of Walers on tha
throne and English women heroic. She
said there would be no war with Mexi-
en, yet predicted an America shaken,
tried and disappointed. Hhe warned
American farmers to hold their wheat,
and Americans in general against fire
and water,

On her balecony the listener strains
to hear.

BEut there are many noises,

STERLING HEILIG,

The Irish Steak.

T LISHA LEE, chairman of the confer.
ence committee of railway managers,
said fna n nt interview in New York:
“Our exorbitant profits are as mythical
a8 the good steaks of lreland.
"An American, you know, was touring
Tre ul, snd, stopping &t a wretched inn,

he said to the »oung attendant gavly,
rubbing his hands.
“*Aha, young man, I'm as hungry as

Grill me at once one of vour fa-
Irish steaks—one of those real Irish

Juicy and tender and two inches
i with fried potatoes and onions.'

“The lad stared at the traveler. Then
he clumped out. On his return the man
asked

" “Well, steak coming on all right?

* ‘Bedad, sorr,’ =aid the boy, ‘father
says that If he had a steak llke that in
the house he'd ate it himself, so he
would "

Bil's Task.

ENRY CLEWS, the banker, praised
at a luncheon in New TYork the
government's foreign policy.

“Some men,” he said, “are always
ag'in the govarnment. Even when
praiging it, they slip in an Ingenious
word that spoils all. 1 have no Byme
pathy with such fellows,

“They remind me of the washer-
WOmAan. Her husband was a loafer,
and, when the parson called, he usually
found the man seated before the fire
with pipe and newspaper and can of

beer.

“But this day the husband's armchair
before the filre was empty.

“‘Don’t tell me,' sald the parson—
‘don’t tell me Bill's working!"

*'Yes, he is,’ said the washerwoman,

“‘Goodness gracious!" said the par-
son. ‘It's incredible. And what's he

doing?
. uiteiXiE

“UA year, ™




